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TÜBA International Academy Prizes, TÜBA-GEBİP and TÜBA-TEÇEP winners with President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet 
Cevat Acar / Presidential Complex

2016 TÜBA “International Academy Prizes, GEBİP and TEÇEP Awards” 
were handed to the winners under the auspices of Presidency with the 
ceremony held on February 1, 2017 in the Presidential Complex. 

Following the speeches of President Erdoğan, Science Industry and 
Technology Minister Özlü and TUBA President Acar, the 2016 TÜBA 
awards were delivered to their winners.

Prof. Şerif Mardin of Istanbul Şehir University was awarded the TÜBA 
Academy Prize in the category of Social Sciences and Humanities, 
Prof. Mary-Claire King of University of Washington in the category 
of Health and Life Sciences and Prof. Omar Yaghi of University of 
California, Berkeley in the category of Basic and Engineering Sciences. 
President of Istanbul Şehir Univeristy Prof. Cengiz Kallek on behalf 
of Prof. Şerif Mardin, Prof. Tayfun Özçelik on behalf of Prof. Mary-
Claire King and Prof. Omar M. Yaghi took the prizes from President 
Erdoğan. He congratulated winners over their contributions to science 
and humanity. “On behalf of my country and my nation, I congratulate 
our Professors over their contributions to science and humanity,” 
President Erdoğan said.

31 scientists from various fields have been awarded as part of the 
Young Scientists Awards program. 2 scientists have been awarded in 
the categories of engineering and social sciences as part of the Best 
Authored and Translated Books Awards program. 4 scientists have 
been granted the Remarkable Work Award.

Just like all else, Science is for the People
“We have made considerable progress in this process to build a new 
and great Turkey on a path enlightened by science,” President Erdoğan 
said and continued his speech: “That is the reason why we, as the 
Presidency, take under our auspices projects and award ceremonies 
of TÜBA and the Scientific and Technological Research Council of 
Turkey (TÜBİTAK). We are still far from our goals. We cannot say we 
fully have achieved our goals. However, given the outcomes we have 
achieved in the last 14 years, we see that we are on the right path. 

First, we will achieve our goals for 2023 and then, we will realize our 
goals for 2053 and 2071. Then and only then, we will have contributed 
to building a much nicer, fairer and safer world for both our country 
and our friends and the whole mankind. Like everything, science is also 
for people; science is for knowing and recognizing ourselves better as 
human beings. As Yunus Emre said; ‘Knowledge of science is to know 
science, knowledge of science is self-knowledge.  If you fail to attain 
self-knowledge, what good is there in your studies’.”

“Countries’ and societies’ understanding of security has changed 
radically. In the past, the concept of security was perceived as 
protecting merely the borders and interests. Now, it has expanded to 
include threats against all economic, social, cultural assets,” President 
Erdoğan said.

“If You Don’t Produce Your Own Technology and Science, You Cannot 
Be Determinative of its Culture and Value.”
President Erdoğan emphasized that measures taken by the military, 
judiciary, and the police force are only the visible side of the security 
approaches and underscored that in order to complete the cycle of 
security, a struggle must be put up in a vast area ranging from science 
to arts, education to sports, investments to media. 

“In order to succeed in this struggle, we have to be present and lead in all 
areas,” President Erdoğan said and used the expressions: “We should 
keep in mind that every civilization produces its own technology and 
every technology its own culture and value. Our ancestors constructed 
mosques with the aim of building the finest houses of prayer. And the 
techniques and technologies, employed in the construction of those 
mosques, reflect our civilization.”

“Cultural Degeneration Lies Behind the Instabilities on Our History”
President Erdoğan expressed that science bears importance for 
countries and nations not only because of its concrete outputs but also 
because of the change, transformation and enlightenment it leads to in 
minds and further stated when we look at the turbulences instabilities 

The 2016 ‘TÜBA Awards’ Presented
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in our history, we see that ignorance, scientific backwardness, and 
cultural degeneration lies behind them all.

President Erdoğan expressed that the Assasins, who struck at the 
heart of the Seljuks, exploited this void and added that the same plight 
lies beneath many problems that troubled the Ottomans.

“Concrete Accumulation said as Knowledge is the First Stage of 
Science”
President Erdoğan added that they were fighting with this problem 
even today. “The evil network, called the Fetullah Terrorist Organization 
(FETO), took advantage of such shortcomings while exploiting our 
people’s sensitivities toward education and charity. Academics, 
members of the judiciary, policemen, soldiers, teachers, businessmen 
in this organization may have been educated well, graduated from 
fancy schools. However, this does not change their blindness and 
ignorance in the face of the truth and the fact that they followed a 
charlatan. If you pay attention, our ancestors always put wisdom near 
the science. Science and wisdom are mentioned together. There is no 
worth for science if there is no lore. The knowledge has no meaning at 
all without lore. Concrete accumulation said as knowledge is the first 
stage of science. If you pass the knowledge through the heartfelt and 
add wisdom, then you will reach the lore.” President Erdoğan said.

“The People saying Islam Hinders Development Do Not Talk About 
the Nature of Islam Ordering Development.” 
Saying that the possessed accumulation without getting heart and 
paper together is not enough to save us, to bring us out the light and 
to reach the right, President Erdoğan stated: “If you notice, everyone 
tells the printing press is late for Ottomans, but nobody tells you that 
the paper has spread to the world from Samarkand. We all know very 
well what is happening in the rest of the world while the observations 
made in the observatory, the ships found their route with compass 
and the operations are carried out at the hospitals in our geography. 
At every opportunity, directly or indirectly, the people who say Islam 
prevents development do not bring the examples of nature of Islam 

that ordering development in our history. Being ourselves is possible if 
we know ourselves. If we do not know ourselves, some come and tell 
us what we are, and start to draw the boundaries.

President Erdoğan added to his words that like many heretical 
structures, FETO members have lost their way. President Erdoğan 
told that they forgot what they are and who they are and became 
‘mankurt’ (someone whose mind is enslaved by another) who do 
exactly what their masters order and continued his speech: “We can 
compare the magnitude of the treason committed by the members 
of this organization on July 15 only with the days of occupation a 
century ago. The bombing of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
by FETO and the closure of the Ottoman Parliament aimed at the 
same thing. There is no difference. Both of them aimed to pave the 
way for the occupation of the country by rendering these institutions, 
which are representatives of the national will, inoperational. The 
reason why this organization, which used to brag about bringing 
together the brightest minds in the country, has fallen into such a 
pit of treason is that it chose to surrender its will to a dark force. 
There are two concepts in our belief, which are very important. One 
of them is “servitude” and the other is “divinity”. We never accept 
any power as god except Allah. This is one of the most important 
titles of our belief. The other one is the servitude. We didn’t service 
to any power except Allah and won’t service. It is necessary for our 
servitude. If you get up and give these two important religious titles 
to Pennsylvania, everything will go bad. Our Lord tells us ‘Do you not 
mind’, ‘Do not you think’ many times in the Qur’an. What they say 
against to this ‘Do not conceive, do not think, just do what you are 
told’. This means ignorance in Qur’anic term and falling into this pool 
of ignorance is a great danger.”

President Erdoğan expressed that this blind surrender is not a place in 
our beliefs, neither in our culture nor in science and took attention to 
that the expectations of science and education institutions in Turkey 
are to settle a mentality constantly aiming to think, to make research, 
to investigate, and to go further.

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar

Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Dr. Faruk Özlü
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President Erdoğan noted that TÜBA has important duties in this issue 
and said that as it is at the present award ceremony, TÜBA, which 
encourages our scientists with the concept of “Reward encourages 
success”, should also lead the construction of a foundation on that 
we will create our own culture and values in the field of science and 
technology.

TÜBA 2016 Academy Prize winners, President of Istanbul Şehir 
University Prof. Cengiz Kallek on behalf of Prof. Şerif Mardin in the 
category of Social Sciences and Humanities, Prof. Tayfun Özçelik 
on behalf of Prof. Mary-Claire King in the category of Health and 
Life Sciences and Prof. Omar M. Yaghi in the category of Basic and 
Engineering Sciences, took the prizes from President Erdoğan.

The award ceremony ended with collective photo shoots with the 
families of award-winning academics and President Erdogan.

Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Dr. Faruk Özlü: 
“Our greatest achievement is to gain self-confidence, to come an 
ambitious country again.”
Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Dr. Faruk Özlü began his 
speech in the ceremony by saying that the importance and value that 
the state gives to science and scientists has great significance.

Voicing that the history of humanity is actually the history of science, 
technology and thought Minister Özlü said: “We, as country, have 
made tremendous and very valuable developments in every aspect 
of life in the last 14 years. Our greatest achievement is to gain self-
confidence, to come an ambitious country again. As the Ministry of 
Science, Industry and Technology, we are working hard to catch up 
with developed country standards.”. 

Minister Dr. Faruk Özlü ended his speech by saying that this ceremony 
will be an important source of moral and motivation for scientists 
in our country and the attention of many of us, especially our young 
people, will be directed to the science with this ceremony.

Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar: “Education, science and innovation 
performance are important for independence and survival of 
countries”
Starting his speech by thanking to President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
because of taking the ceremony under the auspices of the Presidency, 
Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar continued his speech: “As known; education, 
science, and innovation performance are the decisive factors in terms 
of security, independence and survival in addition to the superiority of 
the countries in international competition. A great progress has been 
made especially in the field of education and science in our country 
especially in terms of quantity with this understanding in recent years.”
“TÜBA, with its mission of promoting, appreciating, awarding and 
science-based guidance/consultancy in all fields of science, continues 
to operate with the awareness and responsibility of being the national 
academy of Turkey. Our Academy carries out its award programs on a 
merit-basis. In 2016, 6 works have won TEÇEP award, 31 outstanding 
young scientists have won GEBİP award and 3 distinguished scientists 
- -Mary Claire King, Omar M.Yaghi ve Şerif Mardin- have won the 
International Academy Prize. Thus, the number of works that won 
the TEÇEP Award increased to 186, the number of the GEBİP Awards 
increased to 404, and the number of the Academy Prize winners 
increased to 6. I sincerely congratulate our award-winning scientists.” 
TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar said.

Prof. Acar continued his speech by talking about programs, projects 
and activities as well as the planned works of TÜBA.

Prof. Omar M. Yaghi took his prize from President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

Istanbul Şehir University Rector Prof. Cengiz Kallek took the prize 
from President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan on behalf of Prof. Şerif Mardin.

TÜBA Council Member Prof. H. Tayfun Özçelik took the prize from 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan on behalf of Prof. Mary-Claire King
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2016 TÜBA International Academy Prize Winner Prof. Omar M. 
Yaghi delivered a speech titled “The Chemistry and Applications of 
Frameworks” at the Ankara University 100th Anniversary Conference 
Hall on January 31, 2017 as part of Academy Prizes events.

Before the conference, TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, Prof. 
Yaghi, TÜBA Council Members Prof. Ahmet Gül and Prof. Tayfun 
Özçelik visited Ankara University Rector Prof. Erkan İbiş.

Ankara University Rector Prof. Erkan İbiş, TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet 
Cevat Acar, TÜBA Members and a large number of academicians and 
students attended the conference.

In the opening speech, Prof. Acar thanked to Prof. Omar M. Yaghi 
known with his pioneering and groundbreaking works from University 
of California who is one of the three scientists awarded at the 
International Academy Prizes, initiated by TÜBA in 2015 and held under 
the auspices of the Presidency and he also gave information about 
TÜBA International Academy Prize winners and their works.

TÜBA Council Member Prof. Ahmet Gül provided detailed information 
about Prof. Omar M. Yaghi’s works and ended his speech with a short 
presentation on achievements, prizes and publications of Prof. Yaghi.

“This success does not belong to one person, it is a team work”
Prof. Omar M. Yaghi started by thanking TÜBA at his speech for warmly 
welcoming and prize. 

Mentioning about his studies and results on metal-organic frameworks 
(MOFs), zeolitic imidazolate frameworks and covalent organic 
frameworks, Prof. Yaghi talked about why the area he was working on 
showed a rapid development in the recent period.

Prof. Yaghi carried on his speech by mentioning about Gilbert Newton 
Lewis (D: 1946) who laid the foundation of the atom and molecule 
studies. Prof. Yaghi continued his speech by defining the reticle (cross-
link) chemistry, metal-organic frameworks, covalent organic frameworks 
and zeolitic imidazolate frameworks. He described how he started 
his studies. Prof. Yaghi informed the audience about the subjects by 
separating them as basic chemical compounds, organic and inorganic.

At the end of his speech, he underlined the global science model and 
the principles of success for scientists and Prof. Yaghi explained these 
principles one by one. He talked about the infrastructure and facilities 
of the center where he did scientific research, and he explained that this 
success does not belong to a single person but a team work. He also 
emphasized the role of students in his works. Prof. Yaghi pointed out 
the key values they care as Center and the organizations that support 
them. At the end of his speech, Prof. Yaghi thanked to everyone for 
their hospitality.

The conference continued with the questions of attendants to Prof. 
Yaghi. In addition, Prof. Yaghi met with students and young scientists 
at Bilkent University at night after the award ceremony on February 1, 
2017.

Conference from TÜBA International Academy Prize 
Winner Prof. Omar M. Yaghi

TÜBA Academy Prize Winner Prof. Omar M. Yaghi Ankara University 100th Anniversary Conference Hall

Ankara University Rector Prof. Erkan İbiş, TÜBA International Academy Prize Winner Prof. Omar M. Yaghi, TÜBA President 
Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Ahmet Gül, TÜBA Council Member Prof. H. Tayfun Özçelik
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The nomination process for TÜBA 2017 International Academy Prizes, 
which TÜBA gives within the framework of its mission of appreciation 
and encouragement of scientists, started in January. The nomination 
process will run until July 14, 2017.
 
TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar made the following statement: 
“The awards program that we launched in 2015 within the scope of 
the mission of TÜBA to reward and develop Turkey’s international 
scientific relations considering Turkey’s need for international science, 
attracted great interest in our country and international academies. 
Last year, Prof. Şerif Mardin, Şehir University Faculty Member, has 
been awarded in the category of Social Sciences and Humanities for 
the 2016 TÜBA International Academy Prize in recognition of his works 
in contributions of sociology and political sciences to institutionalism 
in Turkey, modernity and religion, civil society ideology and, center-
periphery and neighborhood-school relations in Turkey, Prof. Mary-
Claire King, University of Washington (USA) Faculty Member, has 
been awarded in the category of Health and Life Sciences for the 2016 
TÜBA International Academy Prize in recognition of her studies and 
inventions in recognition of hereditary breast cancer gene BRCA1, 
protein examination and identification of similarity ratios between 
species, development of unique identities based on DNA analysis 
and Prof. Omar M. Yaghi, Professor of Chemistry at the University of 
California, Berkeley, has been awarded in the category of Basic and 
Engineering Sciences for the 2016 TÜBA International Academy Prize 
in recognition of his pioneering and groundbreaking work in the field of 
Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs), zeolitic imidazolate frameworks 
and covalent organic frameworks. We are expecting more attention for 
the awards from the international academy and university community 
this year that we are meticulously carried out with the ceremony held 
under the auspices of the Presidency and we would like to thank Mr. 
President and the world of science for their interest and support.”
 

The TÜBA International Academy Prizes are given to the owners at 
the “TÜBA Awards Ceremony” with the Outstanding Young Scientists 
Awards (TÜBA-GEBİP) and the Best Authored Book Awards (TÜBA-
TESEP) held in the Presidential Complex under the auspices of 
the Presidency since 2015. TÜBA International Academy Prizes are 
annually given to three of the nominated scientists each being in one 
of the following categories of sciences namely Basic and Engineering 
Sciences, Health and Life Sciences and Social Sciences and Humanities.
 
The Turkey-related award of the TÜBA International Academy Prizes 
will be given under the Basic and Engineering Sciences category.
 
The studies and contributions of nominated scientists are determined 
by the Academy Council by taking opinions of domestic and foreign 
referees in the TÜBA Award Committees. The awards consist Academy 
Award Medal, Academy Award Charter and approximately $30,000, 
are given to the owners at the ceremony organized under the auspices 
of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey at Presidential Complex.
 
TÜBA International Academy Prizes are given to the scientists with 
original, leading and path-breaking works in their fields and one of 
the prizes is awarded to scientists with Turkish connection every year, 
meaning the scientist who works in Turkey and/or studies Turkey. The 
nominations for the prizes are made by TÜBA members, the university 
rectorates in Turkey, academies, and inter-academy organizations 
with which TÜBA is in cooperation and other science institutions and 
scientists invited as nominators. Members of TÜBA and those who 
take part in the evaluation process of the prizes cannot be nominated.
 
You can reach detailed information about TÜBA Academy Awards and 
nomination process from the link below:
http://www.tuba.gov.tr/content/tuba-academy-prizes/id/1468/
pid/155/mid/243mid/243/

TÜBA 2017 International Academy Prizes Nomination Process 
Continues

http://www.tuba.gov.tr/content/tuba-academy-prizes/id/1468/
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In addition to the existing working groups such as “Science Education, 
Stem Cells, Cancer, Food and Nutrition, Science and Education Policies” 
of TÜBA within the scope of Academy Council decision, “TÜBA-Energy 
Working Group” was established under the chairmanship of Prof. 
İbrahim Dinçer.

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar spoke as follows: “TÜBA 
working groups are engaged in important, prior and current issues in 
the framework of Academy’s science-based counseling and guidance 
function. “Energy” is a matter of strategic importance for our country. 
The Energy Working Group will hold scientific meetings and publications 
with the participation and involvement of relevant stakeholders on 
this important topic. Our members’ wishes and willingness to create 
this Working Group also increased our satisfaction and motivation. 
I believe that the TÜBA-Energy Working Group will make important 
contributions to the potential and performance of Turkey in terms of 
energy.”

TÜBA President Prof. Acar: “There is a need for works on energy.”
Prof. Acar voiced Turkey’s intention to develop strategic plans 
and policies with energy, scientific, technological and innovative 
approaches and to create energy solutions that the country needs. Prof. 
Acar also stated that, as Academy, they aim to make science-based 
assessments, evaluations and suggestions with the participation of 
all relevant stakeholders and contribute by sharing them with the 
relevant actors.

Prof. Acar stated that it is also important that the Energy Working 
Group of TÜBA, the national academy of Turkey, and its activities 
provide a platform for developing communication and cooperation 
between competent scientists, experts and managers on the subject. 
Prof. Acar said that it will contribute to the synergy and innovative-
effective solutions to the cooperation we need.

Prof. Dr. İbrahim Dinçer: “The Energy Working Group will open 
a new era with the approach of transforming information into 
technological products and will solve the energy problem of the 
country.”
TÜBA Energy Working Group manager Prof. Dinçer said: “In Turkey, 
studies, projects and programs have been established in almost every 
field, from fossil energy sources to renewable energy sources. But the 
desired success levels did not get caught, or the implementation of 
the studies was interrupted. TÜBA Energy Working Group will provide 
important contributions to the transformation of information into 

technological products by using the triangle of success, research-
innovation-commercialization, achieved by developed countries in its 
own way and to produce solutions to the country’s energy problem.

Prof. İbrahim Dinçer said that “clean coal technologies, renewable 
energy sources, nuclear energy, alternative fuels, energy storage” are 
some of the priority issues for this topic. The first steps have been 
taken by creating a core team from the scientists who have come out 
in the energy field both in TÜBA and out TÜBA, and the group will be 
able to expand according to their needs.”

Energy Working Group Members:
• Prof. İbrahim Dinçer: Chairman / TÜBA Principal Member and 

Yıldız Technical University, Faculty of Engineering, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering, Faculty Member

• Prof. Hakkı Alma: TÜBA Principal Member and Kahramanmaraş 
Sütçü İmam University, Faculty of Forestry, Department of Forest 
Industrial Engineering, Faculty Member

• Prof. Erol Arcaklıoğlu: TÜBA Associate Member Karabük University, 
Faculty of Engineering Department, Department of Mechanical 
Engineering, Faculty Member

• Prof. Yıldız Bayazıtoğlu: TÜBA Honorary Member and Rice 
University, Department of Mechanical Engineering and Materials 
Science, Faculty Member

• Prof. Arif Hepbaşlı: Yaşar University, Faculty of Engineering, 
Department of Energy Systems Engineering, Faculty Member

• Prof. Sadik Kakaç: TÜBA Honorary Member and TOBB Economy 
and Technology University, Faculty of Engineering, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering, Faculty Member

• Prof. Kamil Kaygusuz: TÜBA Principal Member and Karadeniz 
Technical University, Faculty of Science, Department of Chemistry, 
Faculty Member

• Prof. Adnan Midilli: Recep Tayyip Erdoğan University, Faculty of 
Engineering, Department of Energy, Faculty Member

• Prof. Ali Sarı: Ankara University, Faculty of Engineering, Department 
of Geological Engineering, Faculty Member

• Prof. Niyazi Serdar Sarıçiftçi: Linz Johannes Kepler University, 
Faculty Member 

• Prof. Bahri Şahin: TÜBA Principal Member and Yıldız Technical 
University, Faculty of Naval Architecture and Ocean Engineering, 
Department of Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering, Faculty 
Member

• Prof. Raşit Turan: Middle East Technical University, Director of Solar 
Energy Research and Application Center (GÜNAM)

TÜBA-Energy Working Group Established
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The statement preparation meeting of G20 countries’ national 
academies of sciences called as “S20 initiative” within the framework 
of the G-20 2017 Summit to be held in Germany in 2017 was held on 
January 24-26, 2017 hosted by the German National Academy of 
Sciences - Leopoldina in Halle, Germany. TÜBA Council Members Prof. 
Fahrettin Keleştemur and Prof. Muzaffer Şeker attended the 2017 
Statement Preparation Meeting on Improving Global Health: Strategies 
and Tools to Combat Communicable and Non-Communicable Diseases 
representing TÜBA and Turkey.

The statement to be jointly prepared by the G20 countries’ national 
academies of sciences and signed by the presidents of academies will 
be presented to the state and government authorities before the 2017 
summit and be shared with the public. TÜBA also took place in the S20 
initiative hosted by Science Council of Japan last year.

TÜBA Vice President Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev and TÜBA Principal 
Member Prof. Kazım Şahin, represent TÜBA, attended the workshop 
on “Role of Science for Inclusive Society” organized by the Association 
of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia-AASSA and Science 
Council of Japan-SCJ and also supported by InterAcademy Partnership-
IAP on March 1-3, 2017.

Scientists from AASSA member countries such as China, Japan, South 
Korea, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Australia, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Kyrgyzstan, Jordan and various Japan universities took part in the 
workshop.

Prof. Yurdusev, in his paper entitled “The Role of Science Academies 
in the Formation of an Inclusive Society,” emphasized that science 
academics can contribute to an inclusive society if they are inclusive 
and that they should have a comprehensive understanding of science. 
Advocating that inclusive science can be defined in terms of paradigms 
and research programs, actors and stakeholders, topics and issues, 
theories and approaches, disciplines and branches, and unscientific 
knowledge branches, Prof. Yurdusev ended his speech by exemplifying 
the inclusion of TÜBA.

Prof. Kazım Şahin made a presentation entitled “Molecular Mechanism 
of Phytochemicals at Aging” at the session of “Innovations to Support 
Healthy Aging”. In his presentation, Prof. Şahin said that “Aging, 
a complex and natural process seen in life, has been influenced by 
factors such as inadequate exercise, eating habits, stress, smoking, 
alcohol, body mass index, high lipid levels and blood sugar and these 
factors lead to the formation of free radicals in the body, normally 
formed by natural metabolic pathways, which are not caused by 
cytotoxicity and are eliminated by antioxidant systems.” Prof. Şahin 
continued his words as follows: “When this process is in favor of 
radicals, there are some pathological consequences such as aging. 
Experimental studies made by us have shown that phytochemicals 
such as curcumin, isoflavones (genistein) and lycopene prolonge life 
with anti-inflammation, antioxidant effects and provide numerous 
health benefits such as increased immunity in animal models, lowering 
of body weight, blood pressure and serum glucose. Phytochemicals 
demonstrated these effects by inhibiting the NF-kappaB signal, an 
important stimulus of inflammatory reactions and cancer formation, 
or stimulating signal pathways driven by factor 2 (Nrf2) dependent 
nuclear factor erythroid 2, which stimulates the antioxidant system.” 
Prof. Şahin also emphasized the need for detailed clinical studies on 
the subject.

G20 National Academy of Sciences (S20) 2017 “Statement 
Preparation Meeting” held in Germany

TÜBA Vice President Prof. Yurdusev and Principal Member Prof. Şahin 
Participated in Workshop on “Role of Science for Inclusive Society” 



8
Newsletter

www.tuba.gov.tr www.facebook.com/turkiyebilimlerakademisi twitter.com/TUBA_TurkBlmAkd

The Union of Academies of Sciences of the Turkic World Summer 
School on “International Law, Diplomacy and Cooperation” hosted by 
TÜBA will be in Istanbul between 17-22 July 2017.

The term presidency of the Union of Academies of Sciences of the 
Turkic World, established in 2015 in Astana with the participation 
of the Presidents of Science Academies in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Bashkortostan, Tatarstan and International Turkic 
Academy, is run by TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar.

Saying that “TÜBA is the national academy of our country covering all 
the scientific fields,” Prof. Acar continued his words about this issue 
as follows: “The 2016-17 term presidency of the Union of Academies 
of Sciences of the Turkic World is being conducted by us. In this 
context, as one of the activities we planned for this year, we are 
organizing a Summer School on “International Law, Diplomacy and 
Cooperation” hosted by our Academy. The summer school is open to 
member academies, other regional academies, and young scholars and 
professionals working in this field. In the event, international relations 
and cooperation will be addressed regarding aspects of the world of 
science in general. With the summer school, we aim to contribute to 
the development of relations and cooperation among academicians, 
scientists, and professionals working in this field of the sister, neighbor 
and close countries.”

Summer School on “International Law, Diplomacy, and Cooperation” 
will be held between 17-22 July 2017 in Rabi (Fourth) Madrasa which is 
located in Suleymaniye, Istanbul and built by Mimar Sinan in the 16th 
century.

The Summer School will include regional topics as well as titles such 
as the basis of the international legal order, technology, cooperation 
in the fields of development and environment, friendly settlement of 
disputes, international organizations, and cooperation. The program, 
which is designed for young experts, both public and private, graduate 
students and young academicians in social sciences, includes visits to 
various institutions in Istanbul. The program, which will cover travel 
and accommodation expenses of the participants by TÜBA, will be 
carried out by a group of internationally recognized academicians and 
a special certificate will be given at the closing ceremony.

Applicants will be asked to submit the application form attached and 
return the form together with Curriculum Vitae, letter of motivation 
describing their purpose in attending the Summer School and a letter 
of reference. Criteria for applications are that participants should have 
a good basis in a discipline of social sciences (broadly defined) and good 
command of the English language. Nominations will be forwarded to 
the organizers by national academies directly.

TÜBA Vice-President and Principal Member Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev 
attended the General Assembly Meeting of Network of the Academies 
of Mediterranean Countries-EMAN, TÜBA is also a member of this 
network, held in Genoa, Italy on March 20, 2017.

The application for membership of the Algerian Academy of Science 
and Technology to EMAN was first considered, and the application was 
approved by a vote of unity at the General Assembly. The activities 
were also discussed proposed by EMAN in the upcoming period. The 
proposals for working on “Pollution in the Adriatic Sea and Climate 
Change in the Mediterranean Basin” of Montenegro Academy of 
Sciences and Arts and “Mediterranean languages” of Lisbon (Portugal) 
Academy of Sciences were accepted.

Prof. Yurdusev, the representative of TÜBA, presented the proposal of 
TÜBA to organize a joint symposium in Istanbul in 2017 with EMAN. 
The proposal of the symposium was accepted “Exploring the Commons 
of the Mediterranean Region” as the theme and September 2017 as 
the date. 

Summer School on “International Law, Diplomacy and 
Cooperation” to Turkic World by TÜBA

TÜBA Vice President Prof. Yurdusev Attended EMAN General 
Assembly 
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“Science20 Dialogue Forum” on “Improving Global Health” meeting 
was held in the framework of the “2017 G20 Summit” in Halle, Germany 
on March 22, 2017, hosted by Leopoldina – German National Academy 
of Sciences with the participation of the president and representatives 
of national science academies of G20 countries. Representing TÜBA 
and Turkey, TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and TÜBA Council 
Member Prof Muzaffer Şeker attended the meeting.

In the first session of the meeting in the afternoon, “S20 2017 
Statement” titles as “Improving Global Health: Strategies and Tools to 
Combat Communicable and Non-Communicable Diseases”, prepared 

in the meeting with participation of the representatives of national 
science academies of G20 countries and TÜBA Council Members Prof. 
Fahrettin Keleştemur and Prof. Muzaffer Şeker on January 24-26, 2016 
in Halle and signed by the presidents of S20 academies, was presented 
to German Chancellor Angela Merkel and announced to the public.

The 2017 S20 Statement, drafted by G20 national science academies 
within the framework of the 2017 Summit, includes strategies and 
policy recommendations that can be implemented to fight against 
communicable and non-communicable diseases to improve human 
health at the global level.

TÜBA Vice-President Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev attended the 
2nd Forum of Social Sciences “The Great Steppe” that was held 
by International Turkic Academy with the contributions of Turkish 
Historical Society and Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency 
(TİKA) on May 26, 2017, in Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan.

The experts and scientists from the USA, Germany, China, Hungary, 
Mongolia, South Korea, India and Russia, as well as the Turkish world 
participated the forum, which was held in six panels.

Prof. Yurdusev emphasized on the historical development and concept 
of Turkish identity in Turkey in his speech on the theme of “Turkish 
Identity in Turkey” which he made in the forum. Prof. Yurdusev stated 
that the Turkish identity developed and understood in three different 
categories in Turkey from the 12th century and these categories are 
collective-linguistic identity, religious identity and national identity.
Prof. Yurdusev said that the conception of tribal-linguistic Turkishness 
is the oldest and widespread form and that it covers groups of people 
born of Turkish parents who speak Turkish language and that the 
Turkish identity is equalized with Islam. Prof. Yurdusev said that the 
conception of tribal-linguistic Turkishness is the oldest and widespread 

form and that it covers groups of people born of Turkish parents who 
speak Turkish language and Turkish identity was equaled with Islam 
by the conception of religious identity. Prof. Yurdusev also argued 
that Turkish identity had been formed since the 12th century and that 
Turkish identity, together with the definition of national identity, 
became political in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in the age of 
nationalism and was linked to nation-states.

“Science20 Dialogue Forum” on “Improving Global Health” and 
2017 S20 Statement

TÜBA Vice-President Prof. Yurdusev Attended 2nd Forum of Social 
Sciences “The Great Steppe” 
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TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar attended the Memorial 
Conference for TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. György Hazai and the 
opening ceremony of the György Hazai Library held by Andrássy 
University and Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Budapest on May 
25, 2017.

TÜBA President Prof. Acar mentioned about the contributions of 
TÜBA Honorary Member deceased Prof. Hazai to Turcology and science 
in his speech at the conference and added that he had the honor 
of acknowledging Prof. Hazai and his membership of TÜBA. Prof. 
Acar also expressed his respect and gratitude for the works, values, 
contributions and different perspectives that Prof. Hazai gave to the 
Turkish world. Stating that the works “Ferec ba’deş Şidde” by Hazai 
and Tietze and “Tezkiretül Evliya ve Tarih-i Engürüs” by Tietze will 
be published by TÜBA soon, Prof. Acar said that Turcology Yearbook, 
edited by Hazai and Tietze and donated to TÜBA, will be presented to 
the world of science and he also thanked Hazai family, his daughters 
Kinga and Cecilia and all stakeholders for possessing the inheritance of 
Hazai and organizing these events.

The program was started with the greeting and opening speeches 
of Prof. Dietmar Meyer, Rector of the Andrássy Gyula University and 
Prof. Miklós Maróth, Member of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 
The program continued with the 
presentation of Prof. Barbara Kellner-
Heinkele, Professor of the Freie 
Universität Berlin on “The Charm 
of Rare Manuscripts” The other 
presentations were “The Online 
Bibliography of Ottoman Literature: 
Curating the Study of Ottoman Texts” 
by Prof. Hatice Aynur, Professor of 
Istanbul Şehir Üniversitesi, Istanbul, 
“Turko-Mongol Chancelleries in the 
Timurid States” by Prof. István Vásáry, 
Member of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, Ambassador, “Wolf on the 
Border: Yahya Paşa oğlu Bali Bey (?–
1527). Expansion and Provincial Elite in 
the European Confines of the Ottoman 

Empire in the Early Sixteenth Century” by Prof. Pál Fodor, Director 
General of the Research Centre for Humanities of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, “The Last Meeting of the Sultan and His 
Hungarian Protégé, 1566: Some Thoughts on the Relations between 
Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent and János Zsigmond the Elected King 
of Hungary” by Dr. János Hóvári, Lecturer of the Károli Gáspár Reformed 
Church University, Budapest, Ambassador, “A New Source on the 
Ottoman-Habsburg Long War of 1593-1606: The Diary (Rûznâme) 
of Sultan Mehmed III’s Imperial Campaign in 1596” by Prof. Günhan 
Börekci, Professor of the Central European University, Budapest. At 
the end of the conference, Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences 
Vice-President Professor. Isa Habibbeyli and TÜBA President Prof. 
Ahmet Cevat Acar addressed to the participants.

After the conference on the memory of Hazai’s 85th birthday, the 
opening of the György Hazai Library, founded with the support of 
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TİKA), was held at 
Hazai’s house with the participations of Representatives of Azerbaijan, 
Bulgaria, Hungary Science Academies, TÜBA President Prof. Acar, 
diplomatic mission representatives of Azerbaijan, Turkey, Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus, TİKA Hungary representatives, Budapest 
IX. District Mayor and Hazai family.

Memorial Conference for TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Hazai and 
Opening of György Hazai Library
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The symposium titled “ Scientific Collaboration Between Korea and 
Turkey “ organized by the Korean Academy of Science and Technology 
(KAST) under the scope of bilateral cooperation between TÜBA and 
KAST was held on April 19, 2017 in Seoul.

The opening speeches of the symposium, at The Sejong Hotel in Seoul, 
Korea’s capital, was made by KAST President Prof. Myung-Chul Lee, 
TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and Ambassador of Turkey to 
Seul Arslan Hakan Okçal.

In the symposium, TÜBA Vice-President Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev, 
TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Namık Kelam Aras, TÜBA Council 
Member Prof. Fikrettin Şahin and Erciyes University Faculty Member 
Prof. S. Göksel Türközü also took place.

Hee Soo Lee from Hanyang University held the opening lesson with the 
presentation titled “ Korea-Turkey: 2500 Years’ Historical and Cultural 
Encounter”.

Prof. Dohan Kim from Seoul University presided Session 1 titled as 
“Cultural and Diplomatic between Korea and Turkey”. The presentations 

in this session were “Bilateral Relations between Korea and Turkey” by 
Jin-hee Oh (Director for Central Europe Division / Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs), “A Historical Overview of Turco-Korean Relations” by A. Nuri 
Yurdusev (Vice President / Turkish Academy of Sciences – TÜBA), “The 
S&T Development in Korea and Its Implications for Turkey” by Sunyang 
Chung (Division Chair of Policy Research, KAST / Professor, Konkuk 
University), “Exploring the Potentials of Turco-Korean Cooperation in 
Korean Studies” by S. Göksel Türközü (Professor / Erciyes University).

Prof. Jung Han Yoon from Hallym University will presided Session 2 
titles as “Status and Possible Cooperation in Science and Engineering 
between Korea and Turkey”. The presentations in this session were 
“Brief History and Current Status of Korea Advanced Institute of 
Science and Technology” by Sang Yup Lee (Fellow, KAST / Professor, 
KAIST), “South Korea and Turkey: Some Comparisons” by Namik Kemal 
Aras (Member / Turkish Academy of Sciences – TÜBA), “Possible 
Collaborations in the Field of Biotechnology related to Agriculture, 
Food, Environment, Health and Society” by Fikrettin Sahin (Member, 
Turkish Academy of Sciences (TUBA) / Professor, Yeditepe University), 
“Progress of NRF-TÜBITAK Projects” by Hyun Jin Park (Director for 
International Cooperation, KAST / Professor, Korea University).

I. TÜBA-KAST Bilateral Symposium on Scientific Collaboration 
Between Korea and Turkey 
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TÜBA- Stem Cell and Embryo Practices Education Symposium 
organized by TÜBA-Stem Cell Working Group and hosted by Konya 
Necmettin Erbakan University (NEU) was held on April 8, 2017, at the 
Konya Dedeman Hotel, Konya.

The target group consisting of religious scientists, medical jurists, and 
medical ethics experts was given education on “basic concepts about 
stem cells, embryos, regenerative applications and new approaches 
to stem cell applications.” Symposium was started with the opening 
speeches of TÜBA Council Member and TÜBA-Stem Cell Working 
Group Co-executive Prof. Taner Demirer, TÜBA Council Member and 
NEU President Prof. Muzaffer Şeker and TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet 
Cevat Acar.

“Turkey needs interdisciplinary works.”
Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar said that symposium is important to maintain 
contact with scientific stakeholders who are in need of cooperation in 
a rapidly developing area such as, stem cell and embryo applications. 
“We have realized this meeting upon request from religious scientists. 
Stem cell and embryo applications are confronted not only with the 
scientific side but also with moral and religious dimensions. I can say 
clearly that we need interdisciplinary works. As TÜBA, we are trying 
to fulfill our duties with the responsibility of being Turkey’s national 
science academy within the framework of the opportunities given to 
us.”, Prof. Acar said.

Emphasizing that everyone has some tasks for scientific and overall 
development of Turkey, Prof. Acar continued his words: “It seems 
increasingly clear that scientific development is vital in overall 
development. I believe that the responsibility for institutions, 

organizations, and individuals related to R & D or innovation is 
enormous. If Turkey does not become an innovative country, it will 
not be able to survive in this warfare environment for itself, or it will 
remain a dream to gain competitive advantage. In this respect, the 
task of our scientists in all our fields of science is crucial.”

Prof. Muzaffer Şeker stated that Turkey did not open doors to 
multidisciplinary perspectives. “This view contributes to creating 
synergy and synergy among science disciplines. In this sense, in this 
symposium, it is aimed to realize mutual information, both for the 
medical community, the Islamic jurists and the medical jurists, to co-
operate.”

“The stem cell can bring together unexpected disciplines.”
Expressing that the topic of stem cells and embryos has been a subject 
of much talk over the last 25 years, at the world of science, the world 
of politics, governments and theologians, Prof. Taner Demirer said 
that TÜBA-Stem Cell Working Group decided to organize an education 
symposium on the returns from religious scientists organized by 
TÜBA and invited to different workshops. “20-30 years ago, if it was 
suggested that religious scientists needed to be informed about stem 
cells, many people found the connection between the stem cells and 
religious scientists unnecessary. The stem cell is now able to bring 
together unexpected disciplines. The stem cells maybe going to be very 
active in the process of 20-30 years at treatment of diseases such as 
cancer, liver problems, dental problems, Alzheimer and plastic surgery.
After three sessions at the symposium, a three-hour interactive panel 
led the Prof. Alp Can, Prof. Mustafa Çetin, Prof. Taner Demirer, Prof. 
Erdal Karaöz, Prof. Fikrettin Şahin, Prof. Muzaffer Şeker and Prof. 
Zekeriya Tosun to answer the attendees’ questions.

TÜBA-Stem Cell and Embryo Practices Education Symposium was Held

Japan Ambassador Hiroshi Oka and Science and Technology in Society 
Forum-STS President Koji Omi and accompanying Japanese delegation 
met with TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and Vice President 
Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev on 19 January.

TÜBA President Prof. Acar was personally invited by Koji Omi at the 
annual meeting of the STS Forum to be held in Kyoto on October 1-3, 
2017 and underlined that it is important for the STS that the TÜBA is 
more active in the meeting.

The meeting also reached consensus on the development of a scientific 
colloboration alliance between the STS Forum and TÜBA.

Ambassador of Japan to Turkey Oka and Science and Technology in 
Society Forum-STS President Omi Visited TÜBA President Prof. Acar 
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TÜBA-Microbiota and Human Health Symposium organized by TÜBA-
Food and Nutrition Working Group was held on April 10, 2017 at the 
Green Park Hotel, Ankara.

Underlining that microbiota has gained importance in medicine in 
the last ten years, TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar said in his 
statement on the subject that: “The studies have shown that intestinal 
microbiota is impaired in many diseases and this situation is closely 
related to diseases. This issue is a new and important area for Turkey 
and awareness about the issue is rather low in Turkey. It is important 
to discuss this issue among scientists and determine what can be done 
in order not to lag behind the developments in the world and to raise 
awareness of the subject. Also, the developing treatment facilities 
about microbiota are also crucial regarding community health. The 
use of antibiotics, cesarean birth and malnutrition harm the intestinal 
microbiota, and all of this poses a potential threat to the increase of 
new diseases in our country. In this respect, this subject will be taken in 
all its aspects with “TÜBA-Microbiota and Human Health Symposium”.”

Mentioning that the symposium will be realized with the participation 
of related scientists and experts from academia and health world, Prof. 
Acar said that scientific meetings and reporting activities on important 
new and priority issues for Turkey will continue in the context of 
TÜBA’s science-based guidance function.

The importance of the microbiota is great.
TÜBA-Food and Nutrition Group leader and TÜBA Principal Member 
Prof. Kazım Şahin stated that disruption in microbiota plays an 
important role especially in the formation of chronic diseases such as 
cancer and diabetes. Prof. Şahin explained that microbiota analysis 
methods which cannot be realized at sufficient level in Turkey will be 
put on the table at the symposium.

Emphasizing that the presentations and discussions on the importance 
of microbiota for early life and the relationship of microbiota with 
nutrition, dietary and food additives, aging, long life, cancer, and 
diabetes will be held at the symposium, Prof. Şahin informed that the 
report prepared at the end of the symposium will be delivered to all 
stakeholders and interested parties.

Virtual organ microbiota
TÜBA-Food and Nutrition Group Member Prof. Tarkan Karakan said 
that approximately 2 kilograms of human body weight consist of a 
collection of trillions of microorganisms living in the intestines. “The 
cells of the human body consist of one in ten cells, nine in ten bacteria. 
Virtual organ term is used for the microbiota in recent years.”, Prof. 
Karakan said.

TÜBA-Microbiota and Human Health Symposium

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar and TÜBA Council Members 
Prof. Muzaffer Şeker and Prof. Fahrettin Keleştemur visited TÜBA 
Honorary Member Prof. Fuat Sezgin on January 27, 2017.

Prof. Acar also visited The Museum of History of the Arabic-Islamic 
Sciences, founded in Frankfurt by Prof. Sezgin and exhibited about 
900 models of instruments and devices covering 15 fields including 
astronomy, mathematics, geography, physics and chemistry and met 
with Prof. Sezgin.

In the meeting, a consensus was reached on the translation of the 
book “Science and Technology in Islam” written by Sezgin published 
by TÜBA into English.

TÜBA President and Members Visited TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Sezgin

Istanbul University Rector Prof. Mahmut Ak, TÜBA Council Member Dr. Prof. 
Fahrettin Keleştemur, TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBA Hono-
rary Member Prof. Fuat Sezgin, TÜBA Council Member Prof. Muzaffer Şeker
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TÜBA Phase Studies and Ethical Rules Workshop on Clinical Studies 
started on 13 January at The Green Park Hotel, Pendik and ended 
with the General Evaluation Meeting held on 14 January following the 
moderator presentations.

The workshop, which aims to contribute to the conduct of clinical trials 
in Turkey in accordance with the relevant rules, to increase the scientific 
impact of Turkey in the world, to develop the national pharmaceutical 
industry, to produce biosimilar products and to increase the utilization 
rate of Turkey from international research funds, lasted two days.

12 different topics including patient and public awareness, studies 
conducted on animals, cellular therapy and regenerative medicine, 
ethical rules in studies conducted with biosimilar drugs, non-drug 
clinical studies were examined with the participation of around 200 
scientists and officials at the workshop. The Social Security Institution 
(SGK), the Ministry of Science, Industry and Technology, the Ministry 

of Health, the Turkish Medicines and Medical Devices Agency (TİTCK), 
universities as well as associations took part in the workshop.

Deputy Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Assoc. Prof. 
Hasan Ali Celik: “Science must be based on justice and honesty.”
Deputy Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Assoc. Prof. 
Hasan Ali Celik said the main aim of science, “search, find and discover 
something”, is very enjoyable and voiced that it was very valuable to 
look for answers to the question “what, how, why?” in the opening 
speech of the workshop. Reminding that important studies have 
been carried out in order to make science sustainable for the benefit 
of humanity in our country, Çelik also said: “What kind of path will 
we take in the struggle that we give to the scientific achievement? 
This question, which is discussed at every turn, is quite complicated. 
Workshops, meetings, symposiums are being made and are being held 
all over the world like the workshop we have done to find answers. It 
should never be forgotten “science must rely on justice and honesty.”

TÜBA Phase Studies and Ethical Rules Workshop on Clinical 
Studies Held
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TÜBA President Prof. Acar: “A huge capital is turning at drugs and 
health sector.” 
TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar also stated that Turkey should 
be brought to an innovative level especially in the fields of medicine 
and health so as to be among the innovative economies.

Emphasizing the return of a huge capital, especially in drug and the 
health sector in general, Prof. Acar said: “Some global companies 
are able to enter into open and covered operations at the expense of 
violating the law, and of course we should not give a reason to our own 
temptation. It is obvious that such a commercialized area, which is the 
most basic and most natural human right, such as health, also has 
many drawbacks. Our workshop will provide important contributions 
to our country and humanity.”

Prof. Demirer “The workshop report will be an important reference 
source.”
TÜBA Council Member and Cancer Working Group chairman Prof. Taner 
Demirer said “Thank you in advance for your contribution to the reports 
that will be prepared as a result of the workshop. This workshop, which 
is a collaboration of TÜBA Cancer Working Group and TÜBA Stem Cell 
Working Group, will prepare a very important report about the subject. 

This report will be an important reference for the Ministry of Health, 
the Ministry of Science, Industry and Technology, and scientists 
studying in this area at the universities.

The studies lasted until late
The reports prepared by the scientist in the desks of “Pilot Studies, 
Phase I Studies and Bioavailability / Bioequivalence, Phase II Studies, 
Phase III Studies, Phase IV Studies, Retrospective Studies, Insurance 
of Scientific Studies and Evaluation of the Current Legislation, Code 
of Ethics in Nonclinical Clinical Investigations, Ethical Rules in Studies 
Made with Biosimilar Drugs, Cellular Therapy and Regenerative 
Medicine, Patient and Public Awareness, Ethical Rules on Studies on 
Animals as a result of discussions and studies lasted until late hours 
were announced by the moderators with presentations on January 14.

The conferences, entitled “Phase Studies in Clinical Investigations 
and Problems in Our Country” by Prof. Taner Demirer, “Evaluation 
of the Results of the TİTCK Ethical Committees Workshop” by 
Clinical Research Department Head Nihan Burul Bozkurt and “Drug 
Investigations Made on Human Beings at Pharmaceutical Sector 
Perspective” by Representative of Investigative Drug Firms Association 
(AİFD) Hülya Demiral were also held at workshop.

Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (PAOSCE) Chairman of the Turkish Group 
Commission and deputy of Ankara Prof. Vedat Bilgin and Chairman of 
the International Philosophical Research Association Prof. Salahaddin 
Khalilov visited TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar on February 
21, 2017.

Mutual information and ideas were exchanged in the meeting that 
TÜBA Vice President Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev also took part.

Prof. Bilgin and Prof. Khalilov Visited TÜBA President Prof. Acar

TÜBA President Prof. Ahmet Cevat Acar TÜBA Council Member Prof. Taner Demirer
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TÜBA 5th Course in Applied Science Education that organized by 
TÜBA under the Science Education Program in the framework of the 
protocol signed by Ministry of National Education was held at Istanbul 
University on January 30 – February 1, 2017.

180 teachers from 11 different provinces received the applied science  
education
The fourth course, the first held at Gazi University in April 2015, the 
second held at Erzurum Ataturk University in September 2015, the 
third held at Akdeniz University on February 2016, was held at Mugla 
Sitki Kocman University in September 2016. The fifth course, held 
at Istanbul University, took five days. 180 teachers from 11 different 
provinces participated in the course.

In the education program; the applied science education in basic 
sciences was given by TÜBA Science Education Working Group 
members, TÜBA Members and Outstanding Young Scientists Program 
(GEBİP) winners.

The program was held under the title of “Physics Teaching Program and 
Science Education Relation, Innovations in the Renewed Secondary 
School Physics Teaching Program, “Right Known Wrongs” in Biology, 
Inquiry Based Laboratory Applications, Processing History Lessons with 
“Big Question”, Problem Solving Strategies in Mathematics, Science 
Begins Asking Questions, “Chemistry Curriculum and New Practices” 

titles. This intensive program aims to develop a more effective 
communication in the fields of physics, chemistry, mathematics, 
biology, science and history and to develop teaching-based teaching 
skills with the students in the teaching process of the teachers.

The program conducted by TÜBA Science Education Working Group
The program was conducted by TÜBA Science Education Working 
Group, TÜBA Principal Members Prof. Mustafa Safran, Prof. Erol 

“TÜBA V. Course in Applied Science Education” Held at Istanbul 
University
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TURKSOY Secretary-General Ambassador Düsen Kaseinow and Deputy 
Secretary-General Prof. Fırat Purtaş visited TÜBA President Prof. Acar 
on February 15, 2017.

During the meeting; the programs and projects that the Academy and 
the Turkish world will cooperate were discussed.

TURKSOY Secretary-General Ambassador Kaseinow and Deputy 
Secretary-General Prof. Purtaş Visited Prof. Acar

Pehlivan, Prof. Adil Denizli, TÜBA Associate Members Prof. Hayrunnisa 
Bolay Belen, Gazi University Faculty Member Prof. Fatih Taşar, Ministry 
of Education General Director of Teacher Training and Development 
Assoc. Prof. Semih Aktekin, Ministry of Education General Directorate 
of Teacher Training and Development Head of Department of R & D 
and Projects İlkay Aydın, 

In the course program, a conference entiled ”The Essence of Religions 
and Culture of Living Together” was given by TÜBA Principal Member 
Prof. Şinasi Gündüz.

Prof. Gündüz underlined that it is a serious paradox of remembering 
religions with conflict, violence, and terror when the values 
represented by religions that aim the salvation and well-being of 
human are considered. The conference lasted 1.5 hours. It emphasized 
the necessity of seeing differences as a wealth of civilization in the 
production of common mind.

The web pages of the Turkish Academy of Sciences Academy Journal of 
Archeology  (TÜBA-AR)  published since 1998 and indexed by ULAKBİM 
as well as the Turkish Academy of Sciences Journal of Culture Inventory 

(TÜBA-KED) published since 2003; started to serve as of January.

Both journals have been indexed in the European Reference Index for 
the Humanities and the Social Sciences (ERIH PLUS) since 2014. From 
the first issue, all the articles in TÜBA-AR and TÜBA-KED have been 
given the DOI number.

The journals will be published twice a year with the year 2017, June and 
December. The authors will be able to submit articles on the internet 
page with username and member. The referee selection and evaluation 
processes of the referees as well as the editorial work will be carried 
out through the online system.

Also; all the issues of TÜBA-AR and TÜBA-KED will be available online.
TÜBA-AR and TÜBA-KED web pages: http://tubaar.tuba.gov.tr, 
http://tubaked.tuba.gov.tr

TÜBA-AR and TÜBA-KED Web Pages Opened to Service

tubaar.tuba.gov.tr

TÜBA-AR
tubaked.tuba.gov.tr

TÜBA-KED

http://tubaar.tuba.gov.tr
http://tubaked.tuba.gov.tr
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“21st International Turkish World 
Service Award” from TÜRKSAV 
to TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. 
Sancar

TÜBA Honorary Member and 2015 Nobel 
Prize Winner Prof. Aziz Sancar was awarded 
the “21st International Turkish World Service 
Award” by the Turkish World Writers and 
Artists Foundation (TÜRKSAV).        

People, institutions and organizations that 
won “International Turkish World Service 
Award” has been given TÜRKSAV for 21 
years on the basis of Turkish culture were 
announced on 3 January.
Prof. Sancar was deservedly awarded for 
his “national posture on international 
grounds” after receiving the Nobel Prize. 
The award ceremony held in Macedonia, 
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and many other 
countries will be held in May 2017 in Ahlat, 
Bitlis, Turkey. 

“Outstanding Service Award” 
from the Writers Union of Turkey 
to TÜBA Members Prof. Küçük 
and Prof. Tabakoğlu

The Writers Union of Turkey (TYB) decided 
to give “Outstanding Service Award” under 
the scope of “Author, Idea Man and Artists 
of the Year” to TÜBA Honorary Member 
Raşit Küçük, TÜBA Principal Member Ahmet 
Tabakoğlu and Prof. Bekir Karlığ due to 
their contributions to culture and art life of 
Turkey.

President of TYB Prof. Musa Kazım Arıcan 
announced the names of the winners to 
the public at the press conference held on 
January 5th at TYB Headquarters. The date 
for the award ceremony will be announced 
by the TYB.

TÜBİTAK Awards to TÜBA 
Members

The ceremony of Incentive, Science, Service, 
and Special Awards, given every year by 
TÜBİTAK and TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. 
Metin Heper, 2015 TÜBA-GEBİP Member 
Assoc. Prof. Emre Onur Kahya and 2016 TÜBA-
GEBİP Member Assoc. Prof. İlke Öztekin Gillam 
were awarded, was held on December 29, 2016, 
under the auspices of President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan in the Presidential Complex.

Following the evaluation studies on TÜBİTAK 

Incentive, Science, Service, and Special 
Awards and the TÜBİTAK-TWAS Incentive 
Award in 2016, TÜBİTAK Science Committee 
decided that 3 Science Awards, 1 Special 
Award, and 4 Incentive Awards should be 
given in 2016. This year Service Award and 
TÜBİTAK-TWAS Incentive Award were not 
given. 

Great Support to TÜBA Council 
Member Prof. Şahin and His 
Team

Ministry of Development decided to 
support “R & D and Application Center on 
Cellular Therapies and Gene Therapies” 
project that will be carried out with the 
cooperation of TÜBA Council Member and 
Yeditepe University, Head of Department of 
Genetics and Bioengineering Prof. Fikrettin 
Şahin, Assoc. Prof. Gülderen Yanıkkaya 
Demirel from Yeditepe University, Faculty 
of Medicine and 10 assistant scientists.

With the project, “Yeditepe University 
Development and Application Center on 
Cellular Therapies and Gene Therapies 
Research, “is planned to develop new 
cellular therapies and gene therapies and 
to establish a genetic infrastructure for the 
purpose of carrying out studies to rapidly 
transfer newly developed products from the 
laboratory to the clinic.

For the first time in Turkey, cellular gene 
therapy products and protocols to be used in 
the treatment of cancer and many genetic 
diseases will be developed and produced in 
the laboratories planned to be established 
within the scope of the project. In addition, 
national and international preclinical and 
clinical phase studies of these products will 
be possible.

From this center, Yeditepe University 
Hospital and hospitals in Turkey and 
neighboring countries will be given cellular 
gene therapy products and services. The 
center will also be able to represent Turkey 
in many international R & D, preclinical and 
clinical studies.

TÜBA Council Member Prof. 
Şeker and TÜBA Principal 
Member Prof. Solak were 
Re-elected as Members of 
Directors Board of Association of 
University Hospitals-ÜHB

TÜBA Council Member and Necmettin Erbakan 
University Rector Prof. Muzaffer Şeker and 

TÜBA Principal Member and Afyon Kocatepe 
University Rector Prof. Mustafa Solak were 
re-elected as members of Directors Board of 
Association of University Hospitals-ÜHB. 

“World Barrier-free Award” to 
TÜBA Principal Member Prof. 
Zülfikar

TÜBA Principal Member, Chairman of 
Turkish Hemophilia Association and 
Istanbul University Cerrahpasa Medical 
Faculty Member Prof. Bülent Zülfikar was 
awarded the “World Barrier-free Award” 
for his efforts to raise awareness about 
the spread of living together culture with 
leukemia throughout the world.

World Barrier-free Workshop was held with 
the cooperation of Istanbul University, 
Necmettin Erbakan University, Ministry of 
National Education, Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism, and Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and coordination of Bağcılar Municipality on 
December 9-10, 2016.

“World Barrier-free Awards” were given 
to the owners with the participation of 
Labor and Social Security Minister Mehmet 
Müezzinoğlu and Bağcılar Mayor Lokman 
Çağrıcı at the ceremony held on December 
10, 2016. 

EPO Patent for TÜBA Principal 
Member Prof. Çelik’s “Harvesting 
Machine” Invention

TÜBA Principal Member and TÜBİTAK Vice 
President Prof. Mehmet Çelik’s application 
for the European Patent Office (EPO) for 
the invention of the “Resonance Adjusted 
Harvesting Machine” for olives and similar 
fruits was accepted.

The EPO patent includes ideas in the 
design of the machine that will enable 
trees to maximize blend efficiency without 
damaging trees, with minimum energy 
use and cost, by driving on fruit resonance 
frequencies in the process of collecting fruit 
like olive, almond, apricot, plum, mulberry, 
walnut trees which requires labor based on 
body/physical force.

The most important feature of Prof. 
Çelik’s invention is that the resonance of 
the vibrations is effectively used in fruit 
harvesting. The natural frequencies of the 
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fruit vary according to the maturity of the 
fruit. The Resonance Adjusted Harvesting 
Machine adjusts to the resonance 
frequencies of the olive maturity (green, 
pink, black) to achieve the desired harvest 
without spilling all the fruit.

The farmers can comfortably adjust the 
harvest with the flexible harness bar with 
the control steering wheel, which makes the 
on-off and branch grip hook adjustment. 
Thanks to the adjustable branch grip hook 
with remote wire control, the fruit branches 
are shaken without being damaged. The 
machine is able to harvest the mobile electric 
energy with a three-stage resonance knob 
with a power system that can be used and 
the vibrating structure is being transported 
by a three-wheeled car or tripod. The farmer 
is not tired due to the jerky weight and it 
allows him to harvest with one person.

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. 
Söylet at Anti-Doping Board

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Yunus Söylet 
was appointed as a member of Anti-Doping 
Board which was re-created by the Turkish 
Football Federation Board of Directors on 
February 14, 2017. 

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. 
Solak elected as “Head of the 
Medical and Health Sciences 
Education Council”

TÜBA Principal Member and Rector of Afyon 
Kocatepe University Prof. Mustafa Solak 
was elected as the Head of the Medical 
and Health Sciences Education Council as a 
result of the meeting of the Interuniversity 
Board (ÜAK) on 11 October 2016. 

ISIF’17 Organization Awards to 
TÜBA Members 

The inventions of TÜBA Council Member Prof. 
Fikrettin Şahin, TÜBA Principal Member Prof. 
Yunus Söylet, 2016 TÜBA-GEBİP Award-winner 
Assoc. Prof. Mustafa Serdar Önses, Assoc. Dr. 
Devrim Pesen Okvur’s were deemed worthy of 
the award at Istanbul International Invention 
Fair-ISIF’17 ceremony organized by the Turkish 
Patent and Trademark Office on March 5, 2017 

with the participation of Minister of Science 
and Technology, Dr. Faruk Özlü.

Prof. Şahin won a total 6 medals include one 
gold, one silver, three bronze and Turkish 
Patent and Trademark Office Best National 
Invention Award, Prof. Söylet and GEBİP 
Member Assoc. Prof. Önses won one gold 
medal and GEBİP Member Assoc. Prof. Okvur 
won one bronze medal.

Prof. Dr. Fikrettin Şahin was the most awarded 
name at the fair with his inventions on 
“lyophilized biopesticide effervescent granule 
and production method thereof, biological 
fertilizer and preparation method, polymer-
based hydrogel, a product preventing hair 
loss, antimicrobial textile products and 
method of obtaining thereof and antiviral 
gel combination”. Prof. Yunus Söylet was also 
among the medal-winning scientists in his 
study of the “alt urinary system 3d imaging 
method and related apparatus”. TÜBA-GEBİP 
Member Assoc. Prof. Mustafa Serdar Önses 
with his invention on “mechanically robust 
nanocomposite superhydrophobic coatings” 
and TÜBA-GEBİP Member Assoc. Prof. Devrim 
Pesen Okvur with her invention on “microfluidic 
device for investigation of distance dependent 
interactions in cell biology” were deemed 
worthy of the award.

“Ambassador of New Europe 
2016 Award” to TÜBA Principal 
Member Prof. Göle 

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Nilüfer Göle 
was awarded the Ambassador of New 
Europe 2016 Award with her book “European 
Muslims in Daily Life” by European Solidarity 
Center and Poland Jan Nowak-Jeziorański 
Eastern European College.

The Ambassador of New Europe 2016 
award that was given to the book, makes 
a difference in Europe and published in 
Polish, and its writer eighth time for this 
year was presented to Nilufer Göle in the 
European Thinking Forum on May 25-27 at 
the European Solidarity Center Museum in 
Gdansk.

The book “European Muslims in Daily Life” 
in that Prof. Göle interprets the results of 
the field research that brings immigrant 
“ordinary Muslims” and their non-Muslim 
neighbors together in the face-to-face 
discussion meetings between 2009-2013 
in the 21 European cities, was published in 
German, French, English and Polish. 

TÜBA Associate Member Assoc. 
Prof. Demirköz Selected as 
Member of GYA

TÜBA Associate Member Assoc. Prof. 
Melahat Bilge Demirköz was selected as a 
member of Global Young Academy (GYA) on 
February 8, 2017 as a result of evaluation 
among many qualified scientists.

Demirköz, who was chosen for academic 
excellence, contributing to the development 
of science and collecting, dedication to 

service to humanity.

Young Investigator Award from 
ONR to TÜBA Associate Member 
Asst. Prof. Koray Aydın

TÜBA Associate Member and Northwestern 
University Faculty Member Asst. Prof. Koray 
Aydın was awarded the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) 2017 Young Investigator 
Award.

Aydin was one of the three names working 
in the field of nanophotonics and was 
among the 33 award-winning scientists 
among 360 applicants from all fields of 
basic science and engineering. 

TÜBA Associate Member 
Prof. Keskin and Prof. Akgün 
published in Journal of Product 
Innovation Management-JPIM

TÜBA Associate Member Prof. Halit 
Keskin and Prof. Ali Ekber Akgün’s studies 
published in the Journal of Product 
Innovation Management-JPIM indexed 
in social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI) 
in the field of innovation, management, 
organizational behavior and marketing.

The article “Perspective Mapping the Topic 
Landscape of JPIM, 1984-2013: in Search 
of Hidden Structures and Development 
Trajectories” was published in November 
2016, volume 33, number 6. The paper 
examined 1008 articles published in JPIM in 
the field of innovation management from 
1984 to 2013. These articles were collected 
under 6 main headings, the work done was 
classified, the most effective works were 
also found and classified.
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Prof. Keskin and Prof. Akgün’s study was 
identified as the mainstream work of 
the field of “organizational learning and 
innovation”, as being one of the most cited 
and read publication.

TÜBA Associate Member Prof. 
İbrahim Aydınlı Appointed as a 
Member of Supervisory Board of 
Higher Education Council.

TÜBA Associate Member and Çankırı 
Karatekin University Deputy Rector Prof. 
İbrahim Aydınlı was appointed as a member 
of Supervisory Board of Higher Education 
Council (YÖK).

Thanks to the appointment of Aydınlı as a 
member of the Supervisory Board of Higher 
Education Council, a farewell ceremony was 
held at the Rectorate Conference Hall.

“2016 Young Scientists Awards” 
to TÜBA-GEBİP Members 

“2016 Young Scientists Awards” organized 
by Science Heroes Association was 
presented to TÜBA-GEBİP Members Assoc. 
Prof. Önder Metin, Assoc. Prof. Gökhan 
Demirel and Asst. Prof. Emine Ülkü Sarıtaş 
with a ceremony held on May 17, 2017.

Assoc. Prof. Hazım Kemaş Ekinel, Assoc. 
Prof. Sefaattin Tongay and Assoc. Prof. 
Behçet Uğur Töreyin was also deemed 
worthy of the award at the ceremeony held 
at Pera Museum. “2016 Young Scientists 
Awards” were given to owners by Science 
Heroes Association Chairman of the Board 
Prof. Sıddıka Semahat Demir, Dokuz Eylul 
University Rector Prof. Adnan Kasman and 
Bahçeşehir University Rector Prof. Şenay 
Yalçın.

An Important Study from TÜBA-
GEBİP Member Dr. Erbay 

2012 TÜBA-GEBİP Award recipient and 
Bilkent University Department of Molecular 
Biology and Genetics Faculty Member 
Assist. Prof. Ebru Erbay has gone through 
the literature with her study that has 
stopped artery stiffness, the head of the 
world’s death, on mice.

Asst. Prof. Erbay’s research was published in 
Science Translational Medicine, a respected 
science journal. Dr. Erbay makes his work 
unique, revealing that it is a protective 
function of palmitoleic acid production 
in the body, previously considered a bad 
indicator. Erbay showed that when they 
gave palmitoleic acid, which is a kind of fat, 
to mice fed with very high-calorie foods, 
heart and vascular diseases and vascular 
stiffness leading to deaths were stopped.

Indicating that palmitoleic acid, an 
unsaturated fat, removes other harmful, 
saturated oils from cells, Asst. Prof. Erbay 
now aims to do similar research in people. 
“At no time in history, there was not such a 
heavy burden on human metabolism. Some 
people are fat but not diabetic, or they 
are fat but do not have heart and vascular 
diseases.  They are fat, but they live long 
without dementia. I think their secret is 
in our gene pool and in metabolites that 
genes produce. One of these secrets is 
palmitoleic acid, which our body produces. 
The plant bearing the secret of immortality 
in Gilgamesh Epic is perhaps the oleaster 
that is rich in palmitoleic acid on our soil.” 
Asst. Prof. Erbay explained.

Rising Talent Award to TÜBA 
Associate Member Assoc. Prof. 
Demirköz 

TÜBA Associate Member and Middle East 
Technical University Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences Department of Physics Faculty 
Member Assoc. Prof. Melahat Bilge 
Demirköz was deemed worthy for “Rising 
Talents Award” under the program of “For 
Women in Science” jointly organized by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and L’Oreal 
this year.

Demirköz is entitled to receive the “Rising 
Talents Award” given to 15 young scientists 
every year for her work on space radiation. 
The award ceremony is scheduled to take 
place in Paris on 23 March.

UNESCO and L’Oreal Awards to 
TÜBA Members 

TÜBA Associate Member Assoc. Prof. Bilge 
Demirköz and 2016 TÜBA-GEBİP Member 
Assoc. Prof. İmren Hatay Patır who were 
selected under the For Women in Science 

program that has been jointly organized by 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and L’Oreal 
for 15 years, received their prizes.

Assoc. Prof. Melahat Bilge Demirköz from 
Middle East Technical University (METU) – 
Department of Physics was shown worthy 
of Rising Talents Awards of the program.

Six young science women who are qualifying 
the prize in the field of “Life Sciences and 
Material Sciences” including Assoc. Prof. 
İmren Hatay Patır in the L’Oreal’s program, 
which aims to draw attention to the 
intellectual contribution of women, gender 
inequality and create role models, were 
given a $15.000 scholarship to use in their 
research.

The science women selected in the field of 
material sciences: Assoc Prof. Pınar Zeynep 
Çulfaz Emecen from Middle East Technical 
University, Assoc. Prof. Hilal Demir Kıvrak 
from Yuzuncu Yil University.


